
UNDERSTANDING PRACTICE, BAND CAMP, 
 FOOTBALL GAMES AND COMPETITIONS 

 
PRACTICE – SUMMER and FALL 
The band practices at the school most of the summer on Monday and Wednesday nights.  These practices are 
mandatory and are strongly encouraged to help keep the students improving with their instruments.  Once school 
starts, practices continue on Monday and Wednesday nights until the competition and football seasons end. 
 
BAND CAMP  
Marching Band Camp is held on the campus of the school typically the first two FULL weeks of August. Students 
will learn how to march, play while marching, play in the outdoor environment, and the importance of team 
membership to create a musical experience. Students will receive instruction from staff members in marching and 
playing in both individual and ensemble settings.  
 
Many bonds are formed in the marching band camp. Aside from marching and playing, ideals of trust, responsibility, 
teamwork, goal setting and achievement, and character are all components of the camp experience. 
 
Marching band camp is mandatory. Band camp is where all the marching band members come together to learn 
basic marching and music techniques, along with drill (the marching pattern on the field). It is vital for all members 
to attend Band Camp because we will cover the equivalent of nearly six weeks of regular rehearsal hours in the two 
weeks of camp. The process of learning marching drill is dependent on the “dots” in the drill being filled…meaning 
every individual must be there. Without a marcher in attendance, it becomes a hardship to those around him/her to 
successfully march their drill.  
 
Likewise, promptness to all rehearsals is required, so we may all begin at the same time. Please plan to arrive 15 
minutes prior to be ready to begin at the given time. We also ask that all doctor appointments, unless an 
emergency, not be scheduled during band camp. Attendance and promptness will be documented at each 
rehearsal per handbook policies.  If for any reason you cannot attend a rehearsal, please contact Mr. Hughes. 
 
HOME FOOTBALL GAMES  
There are usually five home varsity football games held on Friday nights in the season.  The Marching Band 
cadences into the stadium at 6:15PM.  Some games we will perform our competition show before the game.  We 
also play the National Anthem and our Fight Song.  We then load the bleachers, where we cheer and play and have 
a great time during the 1st, 2nd & 4th quarters of the game.  If we don’t play our show pre-game, then we perform it 
at halftime and have a 3rd quarter break.   
 
On Homecoming Night and Senior Night, we perform our show after the game rather than during halftime.  Report 
time for home games is around 5PM and dismissal is normally around 9:30PM.  These times will vary depending on 
the events of the evening (Middle School Night, Homecoming, Senior Night, etc.). The home football schedule will 
be posted to our Google Calendar after it is provided to Mr. Hughes. 
 
COMPETITIONS 
Performing at competitions is the highlight of our show season!  Competitions are held on Saturdays at various 
schools in the area beginning in mid-September and ending with Championships in Hershey Giant Stadium mid-
November.  Each of these Saturdays begins with morning rehearsal, followed by lunch.  Then we’re off to the show 
traveling by school bus, with the instruments and props loaded up on trucks and trailers.  We usually return late 
Saturday night.  An itinerary for each Saturday is provided via email around Wednesday before each show. 
 
CALENDAR 
All the events mentioned above are communicated to the membership in emails.  In addition, they are posted on the 
CPMC calendar which you can find at http://cvillepmc.org (click on the Calendar link at the top of the page). 


